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>f the lip of a gastropod shell. [Lat;j 

4 rebate. 1 . An attendant or servant 
v rascal; knave. |ME < OFr., var.tjf j 

5) n. Archaic. A crowd of attend 
i disorderly; rabble. - j> ( 

) n. Informal. 1 . A bird or animal % 
rable or troublesome. 2. a. An ofifiS 
erson. b. A person. (Var. of VER&fl 

n. 1 . An oil-based paint containing 
ing or an evaporating binder/used^ 
iard, glossy, thin film. 2. a. TheVsflu 
^suiting from the application bPvafl 
moling or like varnish. 3. A tteceir 
il appearance; outward show.**L 

-nistves. 1. To cover with varnUH?! 

glossy finish to. 3. To give a dece) 
nee to; gloss over. [ME vernyssh&l 

veronix, sandarac resin, prob. < n ft. 

city in Cyrenaica.] — var'nlsh-eHiB 
y of several trees having mDk^jufir 

pi- -Uea. 1 The principal team' 
ty, college, or school in sports "61* 
hiefly Brit. A university. — modft^ 

ion of UNIVERSITY.) ' 1 - r 

n. Hinduism. The Vedic god df I 
•unah.] - -* 

) n., pi. -us«es. An abnormal posf 
foot. [< Lat.. crooked.J J . \ 

layer of sediment deposited itflfl 
;t layers of sediment, indicating" 
•rv, layer < varva, to bend < O? 
v. -led, -ring, -tes. — tr. I.JT&J 
haracteristics or attributes; mo 
ried; give variety to': a progratn. 

3. To introduce under new asp 
t manner: vary the tempo, "-^-ia 
lange: The temperature vorieftihr, 
different; deviate: vary from^eM 
r. 3. To undergo successivel'oLa? 
tes or qualities. [ME varien, tSl 
trier < Lat. van are < varius^ffl 

e snowshoe rabbit, 
■sa (vS'za). An organic ves^ 

>f vaso-. , ] 

ral of va9. 

3) n. Plural of vasculum. ' J, JJJ 
Jar) adj. 1 . Biol. Of. characterizf 
.for the transmission or cirM 
fluids such as blood, lymphj 
• vigor and ardor; passionate. s j|c 
vessel.] — vas'cu-lan-ty (-laYfcfi 

A strand of supportive and f 
ing essentially of xylem and p, 

(vas'kya-lar-I-za'shan) n. The^«| 
>rmation. 

Any of various plants of 3 
;h includes the ferns and l__ 
J by a system of specialized com 

Plant tissue consisting of vasc^pl 

kya-Ia-chobr', -char) n. The arrant 
the body or in an organ or partj 

-lam) n.. pi. -la (-la). A small' p$S{L 
icwly collected plant specimens^ 

VASCULAR.] ' \Lf 

' defar-anz, -a-renz') n., pi- 
en'she-a). The vertebrate duct^gT 

epididyma) duct to the ejacula'tog 

ael.j , "~ 

i n. An open container, as i _ 
holding flowers or for ornamg 

el) 

k'ta-me, va-zek'-) n., pi. -mles. ^ 
if the vas deferens, used as a jr 

l'). A trademark for a petrolejy 
vehicle for external applications 
s a protective coating for metal s. 
1. Blood vessel: vasoconstrictioj\d 
{< Lat. var. vessel.) 
»-ak'tJv) adj. Affecting b!o 
iV.-te) n, 

i (va'zo-kan-strik'shan) n. 
-vas'o-con-strtc'Uve adj. 
(va'zo-kan-striVtar) n. An ag*3 
t causes vasoconstriction, 
va'zo-dll'a-lfl'shan. -dTla-) i 
m, -di-) n. Dilatation of a bldofil 



h hat / hw which / 1 pit / 1 pieYjg 
ir / oi noise/ ou out / do took /o * 
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■rfp-di-la-lor (vfi'zo-dl-lfi'tar, -di-) n. An agent, as a nerve 
■or drug, that causes vasodilatation, 
■rso-mo/tor (va'zd-mS'tar) adj. Causing or regulating vaso- 
■^nstnction or vasodilatation. 

•so-pres-sln (vfi'zo-presTn) n. A hormone secreted by the 
wtenor lobe of the miniinrv o\* n A ik n > j- r • 



vasodilator vegetable marrow 



^terior lobe of the jntuitary gland that has an antidiuretic 
id pressor effect. [Grig, a trademark.) 
..♦o-pres-sor (va'zo-preYar) adj. Causing a rise in blood 
fcressure. — n. An agent that causes a rise in blood pressure. 
R|S*sal (vaVaj) n, 1. A person who held land from a feudal 
«d and received protection in return for homage and alle- 
r inc ^»?A A i u J^° rdinate or dependent. 3. A bondman; 
jrig-l" < < Med " Ut ' vassalha < vassus > of CeIt - 
^•sal-age (vaYa-Uj) n. 1. The condition of being a vassal, 
-fi. The service, homage, and fealty required of a vassal. 3. A 
■position of subordination or subjection; servitude 
fast (vast) adj. -*r, -esL LVery great in size, * number, 
feinounU or quantity. 2. Very great in area or extent; im- 
|njense. 3. Very great in degree or intensity, —n. Archaic. An 
nense space (Lat. vastus.] — vasfty adv. — vasfness n. 
il-tude (vas'tMdbd', -tydbd') also vas-U-ty (-te) n. Im- 
^jisity. (Lat. vastitas < vastus, vast.) * 
-Jthy (vas'te) adj. -l-er, -l«e«t Archaic. Vast, 
lit (vat) n. A large vessel such as a tub, cistern, or barrel, 
■jised to store or hold liquids. — tr.v. vat-ted, vat-tlng, vats 
JTp put into or treat in a vat. [ME < OB feet.) 
■at dye ru Any of a series of dyes that produce a fast color 
By impregnating the fiber with a reduced soluble form that 
pWien oxidized to an insoluble form. — vat'-dyed' (vat'dJd') 

.He (vatTk) also vaM-cal (-f-kal) adj. Of or characteristic 
l a prophet; oracular. [< Lat. votes, seer.) 
It-I«can (vatf-kan) n. 1. The official residence of the pope 
i Vatican City, Italy. 2. The papal government; papacy 
^r. < Lat. Vaticanus, the Vatican HilT) 

rW" ca . , ?" l ? m (vatf-ka-nlz'am) n. The policies and authority 
|f'the Vatican. J 
HlC*i-nal (va-tls'a-nal, va-) adj. Prophetic. 
-ilc-Hiate (vfi-tls'a-nat', va-) v. -nabed, ^taWng, -hates. 
fir. To prophesy; foretell, —intr. To be a prophet. [Lat 
mcinari, vaticinat- < votes, seer.) — va«UCI«na'tor « 
^Uc-i-na-tlon (vfi-tls'a-nfl'shan, va-) h. 1. The act 6f proph- 
ving. 2. A prediction or prophecy. 
dfr-vHIe (vdd'vfl', vod'-, vdMa-) n. 1. a. Stage entertain- 
nt offering a variety of short acts such as slapstick turns, 
^.jg-and-dance routines, and juggling performances, b. A* 
totatrical performance of this kind; variety show. 2. A light 
JSoniic play that often includes songs, pantomime, and 
BlfiCes. 3. A popular, often satirical song. [Fr. < OFr. vaude- 
Wire, 'short for chanson du Van de Vire, song of Vau de Vire 
* fr-gion in Normandy.) 

*IMlan (v6d-vil'yan, v6d-, vd'da-) n. A person who 
' In vaudeville, esp. as a performer. — vaude-vinian 

ju-dols (vo-dwfiO pin. The Waldenses. [Fr. < Med. Ut 
Yuldenses. —see Waldenses.) 
JjiHi (v6h) k 1. a. An arched structure, usually of stone 
prick, or concrete, forming a ceiling or roof. b. An arched 
fcovenng, such as the sky, that resembles a vault. 2. A room 
p space with arched walls and ceiling, esp. when under- 
Jgound, as a cellar or storeroom. 3. A room or compartment 
Rf Jzlf "fckeepins of valuables: a bank vault. 4. A burial 
Jtnarnber, esp. when underground. 5.Anat. Ah arched ana- 
■tomical part. — tr.v. vault-ed, vault-Ing, vaults. 1.To con- 
"gruct or supply with an arched ceiling; cover with a vault 
z. lo build m the shape of a vault. [ME vaute < OFr < Lat 
■Jwu/A fern, p.pah. of volvere, to roll.) 
Bgim (vdlt) v. vaulted, vault-Ing, vaults. — tr. To jump or 
ffcap over, esp. with the aid of a support such as the hands or 
■5 ^ — mtr \ 1 • To J um P or leap, esp. with the use of the 
Iffl^J? 8 150 accomplish something as if by leap- 

|ing suddenly or vigorously: vaulted into a position of wealth 
■r-J The act of vaulting; jump. [OFr. volter < Oltal. voltare 
» VLat. *vohitare, freq. of Lat. volvere, to turn.) — vaulfer 

^ilHng^ (v61'Ung) n. Something vaulted or arched. 
IJUIMng* (vol'Ung) adj. 1. Leaping upward or over. 
Kr Reaching too far; exaggerated: vaulting ambition. 3. Em- 
»toyed in leaping over: a vaulting pole. 
■Wt (vont, vdnt) v. vaunt-ed, vaunHng, vaunts, —tr To 
1^°" in DoaslfuI terms; brag about. — intr. To boast- 
|orag. — n . 1. A boastful remark. 2. Speech Of extravagant 
rejJ-praise. [ME vaunten < OFr. vanter < LLat. van i (are to 
u* frivolously < Lat. vanus, empty.) — vaunr>r n. — vau'nf- 
m : .j**y adv. 

raunt-couH-er (vdnt'koor'e-ar, -kflr--, kur*-, vdnt'-) n. 
T^Ooj. A member of an advance guard df an army. 2. A 
T*rscm sent in advance, as a herald. [Short for OFr 
nant-courier : avant, in front + courier, courier.) 
|w(vfiv, v6v) n. The 6th letter of the Hebrew alphabet See 
■wble at alphabet [Heb. wdw.\ V 

^a-aor also vava-sour (vav'a-sdr', -sor*, -sobf) n. a feu- 
tenant who ranked directly below a baron or peer [ME 
avasour < OFr. < Med. Lat. vavassor, poss. contracuon of 
z** 1 *! vassorum, vassal of vassals.) 



V-day (ye'da') n. A day of victory, as at the conclusion of a 
war. [v(ictory) day.) 

-'ve. Have: I\e been invited ■ 
Ve-a-dar (va'a-dar, va'a-) n. An extra month of the Hebrew 
year having 29 days, added in leap years after the regular 
month of Adar. [Heb. va'adhar, and Adar] 
veal (vei) n. 1. The meat of a calf. 2. Also veal-er (velar) A 
calf raised to be slaughtered for food. [ME veel < OFr < 
Lat. vttellus, dim. of vitulus, calf.) 
vector (vgk'tar) n. 1. Math. a. A quantity completely speci- 
fied by a magnitude and a direction, b. A one-dimensional 
array, c. An element of a vector space. 2. Pathol. An orga- 
nism that carries pathogens from one host to another 3 A 
force or influence. [Lat., carrier < vehere, to carry 1 — vec- 
to'rl-al (vek-tdr'e-al, -tor'-) adj. 

vector product n. A vector, C. that has magnitude equal to 
the product of the magnitudes of two vectors, A and B and 
the sine of the angle between A and B, and that is perpen- 
dicular lo the plane of A and B and in a right-handed coor- 
dinate system directed so that a right-handed rotation about 
C carries A into B through an angle not greater than 180 
degrees. 

vector space n. A set of elements of vectors that are com- 
mutative under addition, unchanged after multiplication by 
a field multiplicative identity, and commutative, closed and 
distributive under the multiplicative operation of the field 

Ve-da (va da, vg'-) n. Any of the oldest sacred writings of 
Hinduism, including the psalms, incantations, hymns, and 
formulas of worship incorporated in four collections fSkt 
vedah, sacred knowledge, Veda.] 

Ve-dan-ta (va-dan'ta, -dan'-, va-) n. The system of Hindu 
philosophy that further develops the implications in the 
Upanishads that all reality is a single principle, Brahman 
and teaches that the believer's goal is to transcend the limi- 
tations of self-identity and realize his unity with Brahman 
[Skt. vedantah, essence of the Veda.) — Ve-dan'tlc adi — Ve- 
dan'tlsm n. — Ve-dan'tlst n. 

^ll 0 ?/ (V ^° £ Ma * 8 ' 1945 ' thc da X of ^tory for the 
Allied forces in Europe during World War II. [v(ictory in) 

E(UROPE) DAY.) ' 

Ved-da also Ved^lah (ved'a) n. One of a small, dark- 
skinned, wavy-haired aboriginal people of Sri Lanka. [Sin- 
ghalese, hunter.) 1 

ve-dette also vl-dette (vi-def) n. 1. A mounted sentinel sta- 
tioned in advarice of an outpost. 2. A small scouting boat 
used to observe and report on an opposing naval force. [Fr 
< Ital. vedetta, alteration of veletta < Sp. vela, watch < velar 
to watch < Lat. vigilare, lo watch through the night.l 

Ve-dlc (ya'dlk, ve*-) adj. Of or pertaining to theVeda or 
Vedas, the language in which they are written, or the Hindu 
culture thatproduced them. 

vee (ve) n. The letter v. 

vee-na (vfi'na) n. Variant of vlna. 

veep (vep) n. Slang. 1. A vice president. 2. Veep. The Vice 
President of the United States. (Pronunciation of V.P. abbr 
of vice president.) 

veer* (vir) v. veered, veering, veers, —intr. 1. To turn aside 
from a course, direction, or purpose; swerve. 2. To shift in 
direction by a clockwise motion. Used of the wind. 3. Naut 
To change the direction of a ship by turning away from the 
direction of the wind. — tr. 1. To alter the direction of; turn 
2. Naut. To change the course of (a ship) by turning away 
fiom the direction of the wind. — n. A change in direction- 
swerve. [OFr. yirer, poss. of Celt, orig.) 

veer* (vir) tr.v. veered, veering, veers. Naut. To let out or 
release (an anchor chain, for example). [ME veren < MDu 
vieren.) 

vee-ry (virt) n pi. -rles. A thrush, Hylocichla fuscescens, of 
the New World, having a reddish-brown back and an indis- 
tinctly spotted breast. [Poss. imit. of its song.) 
Ve-ga (ve'ga, va'-) n. The brightest star in the constellation 
Lyra. [Med. Lat. < Ar. fal nasr) al wdqi', the falling (vul- 
ture).] ° x 
veg-an-fsm (vej'a-nlz'am) n. An extreme form of vegetarian- 
ism in which no animal food or dairy products are con- 
sumed and no products derived from animals, as leather or 
soap, are used. [Alteration of vegetarianism.) — veg'an 
(vej'an, -anO n ^ 
veg-e-ta-ble (vej'ta-bal, vejl-ta-) n. 1. a. A plant, such as the 
beet or spinach, cultivated for an edible part, such as the 
roo^stem, leaf, or flower, b. The edible part of such a plant 
2 '. An organism classified as a plant; a member of the vege- 
table kingdom. 3. A person who leads a monotonous, pas- 
sive, or merely physical existence. — adj. LOf, pertaining 
to, or derived from a plant or plants. 2. a. Suggesting or 
resembling a vegetable, as in passivity or dullness of exis- 
tence; inactive, b. Boundlessly growing or multiplying. [< 
ME, vegetative < Med Lat. vegetabilis < LLat., enlivening < 
Lat vegetare, to enliven < vegetus. lively < vegere, to be 
lively.) 

vegetable ivory n. A hard, ivorylike material obtained from 
the ivory nut and used in making small objects such as 
buttons. 

vegetable kingdom n. The category of living organisms 

that includes all plants, 
vegetable marrow n. Chiefly Brit. An edible squash having 

very large, elongated greenish fruit. 





vault 1 

Above: Architectural 
structures 
Below: Bank vault 
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